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1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent via facsimile to 703-872-9306, Commissioner for Patents, Alln; 
Examiner Kevin T. Bates, U S- Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 223 1 1-1450 on April 22, 2004. 




AMENDMENT AND REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

VIA FACSIMILE #703,872.9306 
Commissioner for Patents 
ATTN: Examiner Kevin T, Bates 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This Response is submitted in reply to the Office Action mailed January 30, 2004. In 
view of the following amendment and response, Applicants respectfully request favorable 
reconsideration of this application. Please amend the application as follows; 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 15 of this paper. 
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VIA FACSIMILE U703.872.9306 
Commissioner for Patents 
Examiner Kevin T. Bates 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 

Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Facsimile 
13 Amendment 



Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 
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P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
206.342.6200 
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TO : Commissioner for Patents 

Attn: Examiner Kevin T. Bates 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PTO FAX NUMBER 1-703-872-9306 

Total pages, including cover sheet 20 

If you do NOT receive all of the pages, please telephone us at 206.342.6200, or fax us at 
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